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Bob wins commendation in National Forces Stories & Poems Competition

A founder member of Deal Writers, magistrate and school governor, Bob Le Vaillant’s short story “Love Hurts” was among the winning entries in the National Forces Stories & Poems Competition run by Kingston University. Centred on a ward in the Royal Hospital, Bob’s tale is written as a whimsical conversation between two Chelsea Pensioners.

Bob first came to Deal in 1986 bringing groups of deprived children from London’s East End to camp on Lord Northbourne’s Estate at Betteshanger. Bob ran the camps until 2005 when he retired as Deputy Warden of Toynbee Hall Settlement in Whitechapel, moving his family from the Isle of Dogs to Walmer. Prior to his social work career, Bob was a professional soldier for 24 years. 

Several hundred serving and ex-serving members of the Armed Forces, their families and friends submitted poetry and prose as part of the Forces Stories and Poems competition. It was organised by the University to mark the 125th anniversary of the Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association (SSAFA) Forces Help.

The Awards were presented at Kingston University on Tuesday 10th May 2011 with special guests General Sir Kevin O’Donoghue KCB CBE, Chairman of SSAFA Forces Help, Rear Admiral Neil Latham CBE, Pro Vice Chancellor of Kingston University and Dr David Rogers, founder of the Kingston Writing School.
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