
To

General Napier G. Campbell R. A.

Inspector General of Ordnance

Calcutta

Sir

In submitting herewith my service roll and application for a pension under the Rules of the

Military Department with a request that you will be so good as to forward it to Government,

I venture to solicit your support not only to the application itself, but to the prayer which I

humbly submit with it for a special pension, under the circumstances detailed in my statement

of Field service and in the accompanying certificates.

2. In regard to the approved service which the Rules require in order to entitle a servant

of Government after a service of more than 41 years to the pension of his rank, I beg to refer

with humble confidence to the certificates of the departmental officers under whom I have

served, of which copies accompanying my application but as regards the claim which I

respectfully and earnestly urge, to a special pension something more I am aware is necessary,

even very exceptional and distinguished service, of which service on my part I humbly hope

that there is evidence in the records of your office and in the additional statements of Field

service submitted herewith, constituting a humble claim to special consideration.

3. That my suggestions have always been directed to the conservation of the interests of

the Government and that when placed in an independent and responsible position I have

worked with that mind to economy which the Government has a right to expect from its

servants is I trust apparent from Colonel Eyres’ letter no: 3872 of the 3rd September 1862

regarding my management of the Timber Agency transactions in the Khyregarh Forest copy

of which accompanies marked H.

4. In his letter no. …… of June 1860 to the Adjutant General of the Army, copy

accompanying marked I. Colonel F. Turner, Gun Carriage Agent, was good enough to bring

my Field service to the notice of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and to request that

the same might not remain unrecorded. The Government was graciously pleased,

subsequently, to confer on me the Victoria Cross for which I am grateful.

5. It is scarcely necessary for me to recapitulate these services, but with your permission

I will submit extracts from two or three of the certificates appended.
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From Lieut. Henderson, HM’s 10th Foot

He behaved in a most soldier like manner, and in particular on the 4th of July

when the Kotah Contingent mutinied he showed the utmost gallantry and gave

every assistance in bringing in the guns from Shahgunge which must otherwise

have fallen into the hands of the mutineers.

From Colonel Glosford, Engineers

He was detached into the district in charge of two guns during the disturbances

and gave the highest satisfaction by the manner in which he performed his work.

From Major Montgomery

When at Allygurh, from information he received from a native, he found in a house

in the town a large quantity of shot and shell, also some English iron. I gave him

hackneys and he conveyed the whole to Agra, and returned to Allygur, a distance

of 100 miles, without halting.

He again accompanied me with two 8-inch howitzers against Futtihpore

Sikree. He having been there on a previous occasion with another detachment his

knowledge of the place was of great service, and the bursting of the shells (the fuses

of which were regulated by him) was so correct that I found pieces of them in the

building at which they were fired. He afterwards carried a wounded officer out of

danger and received a musket ball through his leg.

From Lieut. Wimberley, 3rd European Infantry

We were exposed to a heavy musketry fire as we entered a passage leading to the

courtyard, where the rebels and Ghazees had betaken themselves, and from the

four walls of which they kept up a concentrated fire, hurling down bricks and also

other missiles on our heads. As I entered the passage I saw Conductor Miller

carrying off Lieut. Glubb on his back, who had been badly wounded. Almost

immediately afterwards I again saw Conductor Miller inside the courtyard. I was

enquiring of him about Lieut. Glubb while we were speaking Conductor Miller

was himself wounded in the leg, just at the same spot, where Lieut. Glubb, as he

told me, recieved his wound.

I respectfully desire to represent that my sufferings have not been confined to myself and

family. My wifes’ mother and her widowed aunt, with their unmarried children (except some

of her younger members) were on their way from Benares to Agra in May 1857. They were

all killed at Cawnpore, and additional responsibilities were thus imposed on me which I could

not repudiate.
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It would hardly become me to add a word to the foregoing statements and testimonies

which I venture with humble confidence and cheerful hope to leave in your hands as my

official superior.

Indeed I feel that my cause needs not to be pleaded before you, but may be safely left to

your considerate kindness and proven regard to my humble claims and services.

I have etc 

Signed Captain J. Miller,

Pension Establishment late of Commissary Ordnance Department, Bengal

Calcutta 11th November 1882
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